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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

o '~+)~ C)

M.E.Z., E.C., and Companions :-

N numerous occasions have we met to conduct a newly

made Brother or Companion through the intricate

windings of our Masonic ceremonies, and I now ask

you to allow me to conduct you all-in imagination

away from this, our R. A. Cbpter, hack through the

avenues of time, illt" King Solomon's Temple at

J erusa!elll, into the original R. A. when it waS at its

pristine glory. Thc gland luminary of Nature is

darting, with meridional splendour, his rays into the entrance to the

Sacred Shrine, enabling us to observe and admire the exquisite design

and workmanship of the beautiful Pillars on either handleadmg to the

vaulted Chamber, and therein we can picture th(,se three Grand

Personages to whom alone, of all tLe world, its secrets were known.

Solomon, King of Israel, and his companions, we will suppose with the

serenity which knowledge imparts, are contemplating a Problem

depicted on the top of the P ..•.. , a problem which was destined in this

dispensation of ours, for many centuries to foil H.e intellectual

endeavours and calculations of men of learning and science. Let us
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also study afresh these marvellous squares, circles and triangles, and

endeavour to ascertain at what period, and by what means, our ancient

Brethen first obtained a knowledge of that problem which afterwards

became the long lost secret of the squaring of the circle.

Tradition points to Egypt as being the parent of the ancient rites,
~nd our ceremonies demonstrate that the Hebrews were our ancient

Brethren. \\'it', the mystenes known as Egypti,m we have no concern,

they were pagan in charader and not worthy of our consideration. The

locality for our search being thus defined, we set out on an imaginary

journey for the 1:lnd of Egypt and, on arriving, are accorded a hearty

welcome from the Hebrew bondsmen and Brethren of our Order, who

are one and the Same people. We are soon presented to their Ex's.,

Moses, Aholiab a,.d Bczalcel, and from them we learn that t1.us far we

have come in the right directi m and feel confident that, with the blessing

and guidance of T. G. A. O. T. U. and by the Light of His Holy Word,
we shall be enabled to succeerl in the fulfilment of our desires. \,{ith

true companionship and courtesy the Masonic Temple and contents are

placed at our disposal and, by a further slight effort of in1?gination, we

will suppose that we are now here assembled in that ancient edifice in

Egypt, and that ab,. vc and around us can be very faintly distinguished

the busy hum of the people lIf God's choice in the act of escaping from

their Egyptian bondage. \Ye are thus left to study the Sacr~d WMd

and endeavour to find the kn' wledge of God. In accorctar-ce with ('ur

established usages and rustOIl1S the heads of our enc;u;.ries are fir>t

planned out systematic,;!!y and in due order, t! us ,- The Hebrew

people, the la,,,! of Eg) 1 t, the cause ar.rI object of tloeir S'-j( urn in tr.e

land, and the results.

The head and fatrer of the Hebrew race was Abra!!l, the name

meaning" high father," this !lame was afterwards changed by the Most

High to Abraham, meaning •• father of a multitude," and may be

depicted as a multitudinous and eminent nation. As R. A. Masons we

are acquainted with the histrry of the Patriarchs and th Children of

Israel, the "esse! chosen t·,y th,~ Most High for His ,elvice. Sdlice it

to say that the Mas"nic Erothercood fermed a portion of thal 1\ation (,\1
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whom devolved the execution of certain especial services which it is now

cur study to de1:r.cate. 'Ve identify our ancient Brethren with Israel,

aLd therdore muH remember in our exploratiuns that "hat concerns

one concerns the other, and when we are in touch with one we are in

touch with the other. Before leaving this section of our work I must

claim your attention to some portions of Holy Writ which declare the

dilr ••tion of hrr,el's service to the Most High, in order that we may

k1.oW that whatever superstructure we may ,ucceed in raising shall rest
on the ,ure foundation of God's Wurd :-

And wf.at 0l:e nation in n.e earth is Eke thy per pie, For

the u hast confirmed to thyself th)" people Israel to he a people unto

thee f"r ever. II Samuel, 'fJii, 23 and 24.

o ye seed of Israel his servant, )"e children <ofJ acob, his chosen
ones.

He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth.

Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he

commanded to a thousand generations;

Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his

oath unto Isaac;

And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel

for an everlasting covenant,

!'aying, Onto thee will I give tl.e land of Canaan, the lot of your

inheritance. I C/won., xvi, I3-I8.

With these assurances from the Scriptures that the Divine covenant

of labour and refreshment is secured to Israel to this day, and in the

future for one hundred and fifty centuries )"et to run, we will again turn

our attention to the land of Egypt, the land of mysteries :-

In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,

rnto If y .eed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto

the great river, the river Euphrates. Generis, .%v, I8.

From Jerusalem the situation of Eg)"pt is in the S. W., and we

learn from this passage of Scripture that the most in·.portant part of the
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counlry \' as by the ordinance of the Most Hjg~l inch:d"d :n the land of

Canaan for an everlasting possession to His per pie 1;rae1. TLis ray ef

Lght, important as it undoubted'y is, does not serve to di"pel the existing

obscurity, yet it enables us to perceive that thc house of LOLd,l"e of the

children of Israel was situated in their own land, although the divinely

llppointed time for them to t"ke possession lay in the far-off futere of

another dispensation; Phara, h and the Egyptians were merely t: e

occupiers and not t:le owner; vf the country.

As free and accepted or speculative Masons it is witHn our province

to estimate the wonderful works of T. G. A. O. T. U., and tlcerefore we

may conjecture that He led His people into Egypt for some wi.e purpose

which we are unable to discern, relative to their future destiny to be a

blessing to all the families of tl',e earth. We will again apply to the

Scriptures for light and understanding :-

In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in tLe midst of tLe

land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord.

And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts

in the land of Egypt. .Isaiah, xix, T9 and 20,
Ah Lord God! which hast set signs and wonders ill t: e

land of Egypt, even unto this day. Jeremiah, xxxii, T7 cnd 20.

'Ve thus learn that in the days of Jeremiah the proploet trere were

existing in the land of Egypt signs and wonders which the Lord God

had established tr.ere, cnd haiah the prophet speaks rf a futme tin:e

when there shaH be a I'M,nlllllcnt which was equaHy to ,el've the pmpvse

of an altar and a pillar, •• rut! it shall be for a sign and for a witne.s
unto the Lord of hosts." '''''hat is the situation of this monument? In

the midst and at the san;e time on the border of the land of Eg}'pt.

Companions, let us endeavr.ur to strike the circle or circun,ference ,J
the land of EgJpt, so th,at with the centre we may be eLa1.,lcd to fI d

this divine monument and learn the mysteries of those signs aLd wOLders.

Lct me now invite )'Cu to a st"dy of the Tracil' g Beard of tl e lar,d er
Egypt. T1.e coast line l.crder to the Nortl, fr0m Akxardria to

Port Said, forms an arc the complete circle of ",hich apI,roxin;ate1y
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enCO::lpasses the ancient land of Egypt; the centre of this circle is
s:tuated in a ber.d of the River Nile above the apex of the delta, the
~ile forming t'.e natural border between Egypt proper and the Great
Desert. The position therefore agrees with what must have appeared
to us to be the complex and contradictory description of the prophet
Isaiah and, M.E., E. C's. and Companions, what a marvel is this! The

centre is occupied by the most stupendous Pillar the world contains.
" A1.d it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts."

Having completed another section of our underLkir.g, we are now
at I:herry to retire from the Egyptian habit:ltitln of Ourancient brethren,
a.,d-,tlll in itnagination-to take a short journey to wbat has ever
ranked among the wonders of the wlrld. As we approach the Great
Pyramid of Gizeh we are amazed at the magnificent spectacle presented
by that majestic triangle as it reaects the rays of the noon-day sun in a
sheen of glory: its exquisite polished surface of white stone, rising from
the sands of the desert in enchanting contrast with the ethereal blue of
the firmament: and we are enabled to discover that the base of the

Pillar forms a square, and the sides four triangles. Measurements
d.:mo,lslrate that the dimensions are based on calculations which, with
t!,e testimony of the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah in our minds, can
only be ascribed to divine wisdom and knowledge, for the squaring of
the circle is obtained by taking the ve:·tical height of the Pyramid as the
ra,liu, of a circle the circumference cf which is equal to the length of the
four sides of the square base of .the structure ar.d, further, the area of
the Pyramid's base is represented by a circle whose diameter equals the
height and half the square base. The relative proportions of the
Pyramid's base to its height are g,vemed by the square, circle ar.d
triangle in accomplished perfection, w!,ich we are taught is not vouch
$afed to human nature. Truly may the Pyramid be depicted as a diadem
i" fvr.•l of a square, circle and trian;;le set on gold in a casket of blue.

.\-1. E., E.C's. and Companions, the object of our retrospection is
nttnined, we divest ourselves of the mbes of imagination on the sands
cf the desert; in n brenth the scroll d antiquity rolls up over 3,000 years
d sj'ringtime and brve~t and, as Free ar,d Accepted, er Speculative,
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Masons we re;u:ne our R. A. Chapter. and present claya,sociations, to

prosecute our enquiries with the assistance of the M. H .• the united aid

of the Circle and Triangle, and the benefit of the Holy Word of

Scripture.

Companions, t'le Pillar of Witness in the midst and on the border

of the land of Egypt has survived the wreck of mighty Empires, and

resisted the destroying hand of Time. and you will, I trust, have already

obaerved that here we have it represented in our Chapter in the form of

an Altar of Incense and Pillar of Witness. depicted by the square

summit, two circles-one on the inner and t!le other on the outer edge

of the plate of gold-and the triangle; and as the exterior of that

mighty structure applied to our Masonic art is represented· by emblems

on which are engraved the S ..•.. alld M .••.••••.• with various attributes

of ••. D ..•.• may we not assume that the Great Original has, enshrined

in its interior, signs and wonders of a similar character, and which at

the appointed time will form a witness to the truth and existence of the
Eternal Ruler of the Universe.

The nature of our enquiry indicates the Prophetical dispensation t'l

be our next study but, for the purpose of keeping in touch with the

Brethren of our Order, we must fir,t refer to the history of the Chilrlren

of Israel during the period betweell the building of the first and second

Temples. After the death of Kin~ Solomon came the gr"at rehe!lion,

then the nation became divided by the M. H. illto two kingdoms Ullt •

this day, the House of Israel and the House 0'£ Judah, for t'ley hav~

never yet been re-united. III the year 721 B. C. the House of Israel

was banished into captivity to AS5yria, divorced and casl out of ~he

Divine Covenant. In process of ti,n~ they made t'Jeir eSC,lpe ann beca.ile

lost. swallowed up among the nations. In the year 606 B. C. the H 'lUse

of Judah was sent into captivity to Babylon. 'Ve are acquainted with

the manner of t;,eir return 70 years later under the name of Jews. \Ve

commemorate fIe building of the second Temple by the Jews, hut t;l:

other House, the }buse of Israel, appears to have no part or lot in our

R. A. Degree. except that eaeh of the twelve tribes is represente,l by

his banner. Let us, with the help of the Prophets, en,kavc)ur to find in

.1>' ~ 0::. ~. ~ , '.0
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our ceremonies some signs or indications which may lead to fresh
cliscoveries. At the commencement we are confronted with the P•.•

W .... , and they require elucidation.

And the Lord said to Rosea, • • Call her name Lo-ruhamah :

for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will
utterly take them away. But I will have mercy upon the house of
J udah. Doua, i, 2, 6 and 7.

And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the
Lord, and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained

mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art
my pevplc ; and they shall say, Thou art my God. Doua, ii, 2I, 23.

And these are the words of the Lord by the prophet Isaiah :-

o Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.
I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a

cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.
Isaiah, xliv, 2I and 22.

By having obtained mercy the House of Israel were re-admitted
into the covenant of the Lord of Hosts; by having obtained mercy
God's people are admitted into our Chapter.

I now ask your attention to the portion of the writings of the
prophet Haggai, ii, I to 9, contained in the Exaltation Ceremony; also

verse 23:-

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, will I take thee, 0
Zer\lbbabel, my servant, the son of ShealtieJ, saith the Lord, and
w:n mr.ke thee as a signet: for I have chosen thee, saith the Lord of
ho>ts.

The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former,
saith the Lord of hosts.

The accomplishmer.t is certain, but is the interpretsticn thereof

11\t Pt\'QP£r\1tcf1LE-~

PI?OV_~NC1~~c.~~!Xl?T.Ij~:~ \
.1. \'t:v~..".,;.•....)__ ~"I.,I .••
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sure? What is the designation of this latter house? Is it the secur.d
Temple, or the House of Israel, the House of Judah, or the Royal
House of David, represented by Zerubbabel, to whom the proclamation
is addressed?

Bro. ALBERT G. MACKEY, of the United States Constitution,

writes in his Lexicon on Freemasonry, "This second Temple did not
"equal the first in the glory and .plendour of its decorations. The Ark
"of the COTenant was lost. Both the Shekinah, the glory of God, and
"the Bathcol, or oracle, were departed for ever." There can hardly be
a doubt that the structure raised by Zerubbabel and his people was not
the house of Glory spoken of by the prophet; the House of Isracl being
at the time outside the pale of the Covenant were not God's people;
the Jews, or House of Judah, are scripturally and historically precluded
from adopting the distinction of glorious; their glory has departed.
There remains the House of Dav;d, as indicated by a Prince of that

Royal race being chosen by the Lord of Hosts.

While preserving the continuity of our whole system and the
relative dependency of its several parts, we have to trace the House of
David through its latter-day development, on a line running parallel
with the merciful redemption of the House of Israel, to ascertain and
determine whether, in these latter days, its glory is greater, and at the
same time in harmony and identity with that former house which was
established by the M. H. to stand firm for ever.

The word of the Lord came unto Nathan, saying, Go and tell my
servant David, Also the Lord telleth thee that he will ma',e
thee an house. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be
established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for
ever. I I Samuel, vii, 4, 5, rr a",i r6.

The House: the Kingdom: the Throne: are the constituents of
David by divine establishment for ever.

After the death of Solomon the Kingdom of Israel was rent away
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from hi, son:-

So hrae1 rebelled against the house of Davicl unto this day.
there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of

Judah only. I Kings, .Kii, J9 attd 30.

For a time Judah continued in the enjoyment of the privileges
appertaining to the Birthright, but (says I Chron., v, 2) the Birthright
was Joseph's. Of the two tribes of Joseph, the Birthright was Ephraim's.

For thus saith the Lord, by the prop1.et Jeremiah:-

I am a father to Israel, aud Ephraim is my firstborn.
Jeremiah, xxxi, 9.

A••• R•....• was the signal for the merciful redemption of Ephraim
Israel, and also for the withdrawal of Judah's temporary seniority, and
there has never again been a king of Judah.

Our Order was originally composed of genuine Masons with g•..•••
s••••••; in the days of our Grand Master King Solomon the g••.•.• s ...•••
of a M. H. were lost, and the proper method whereby they might have
been regained was ••with the centre," It is of importance to notice
that it was not with a centre or any centre; the import of the centre is,
with one particular centre; not necessarily at or in the centre, but with
or with the assistance of the cel;tre, therefore the natural inference is

that our Brethren failed to regain those s....•. because they were unable
first to find the centre. Now here we ha \'e a remarkable parallel: as the

g...••. s•..••• of a M. M. became lest, so the gtnuine Masons of the
House of Ephraim-Israel, together with their monarch of the House of
David, have become lost; we now Lave substituted Speculative Masons,
and we must endeavour to regain the genuine with the centre, that

being a point from which a M. M. cannot err.

When the patriarch Jacob blessed the two sons of Joseph, he said:
Let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.

Gmesis,xhiii, J6.
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It has been calculated th,d, on carefully summing up the areas of
all the dry land inhabited by man the wide world over, the centre falls

within the Great Pyramid's special territory of Lower Egypt. Thus
twice have we found the centre to be in that locality, and again we are
led to the Pillar of Witness to the Lord of Hosts; there are, however,
other witne!lses and we must consider, with the assistance of the prophet
Isaiah, what rebtion they bear to one another.

But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacoh, and he
that formed thee, 0 Israel, Fe."r not: for I have redeemed thee, I

have called thee by thy na ne ; th'HI art mine.
Ye are my witnes<e!l, ."ith f,e Lord, and my servant w:':om I

have chosen:. therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lor.I,
that I am God. Isaiah, xliii, I, IQ and I2.

In that day when there shall be a pillar of witness, we read that the

Lord shall send the Egyptians a Saviour, and a great one, who shall
deliver them. And the Lord shall smite Egypt and heal it. In that day
shall Israel be the third with Egypt and Assyria, even a blessing in the
midst of the land; whom the Lord shall bless, saying, Blessed be
Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine
inheritance.

That day will be recognised when Israel shall be revealed as a
blessing in the land of Egypt, witnessing to the Lord of Hosts in
conjunction with the signs and wonders of the Great Pyramid.

Come therefore, and I will advertise thee what this people shall
do to thy people in the latter days. and Israel shall do

valiantly. Nttm6trs, xxiv, f4 and I8.
Israel is the rod of his inheritance: the Lord of hosts is his m'ne.

Thou art my battle axe and weapons of war: for with the" will I
break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy kingd )10 ••

Jeremiah, li, f9 a"d 20.

And the remnant of JaCub s:lall be in t:1e midst of many people
as a dew from the Lord, as the showers npon the grass, that tarrieth
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not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.

And the remnant of J acob shall be among the Gentiles ID the midst
of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion
among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down,
and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. Micah, v, 7 and 8.

As in the day when Joshua foug].t the battles d the Lord, so it is
now, and will be in the future; Israel is commissioned to smite, to heal
and to bless, and before" that day" sp0ken of by I>aiah can be recog

nized, Egypt must have been c(;ne,ucred, then saved from a previous
conditi.m of wretchedness, her conquerors remaining as a blessing in the
land; then the witness of the altar-pillar in the midst and at the border

of Egypt may be expected to become manifest.

Companions, what are the signs in this day of ours, are our Masonic
Brethren about to be revealed among the people of God's choice, taking
a leading part in the great affairs of the world?

We hold in high esteem the honourable privilege of being Royal
Arch Masons, guardians of divinely placed signs, wonders and mysteries;
if the duties of our sacred trust are worthily discharged, nothing will
deprive us of the honour. The gathering of God's witnesses, the people
of His choice, the genuine Brethren d Israel is inevitable; these natural
Princes and Rulers of our Order will he the righful O\uers of those
banners and staffs of office, which we are now entitled to bear, as
sceptres denoting power and royalty. We may be required both to deliver

up our sacred trust and also those ensigns er our rank in t:.e presence of
72 of those elders; then will be our great opportunity as !I!asons to show
ourselves worthy to associate with God's witnesses in a subordinate
position; not to envy them their preferment, but to remain film and
unshaken in the faithful discharge of wLatever duties may devolve on us
under their leadership. If happily, on the contrary, the heritage of
true and genuine Masons shall remain ours, then let us remember that

peculiar moment when we were admitted into M , p ar,d p ,
and cheerfully evince to our less f0rtunate brethren, speculative Masons,
by every mark of consideration and good fellowship whid, under similar
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circu:nstances, we should wish to be accorded to ourselves; that we are

worth)' of, as weIl as entitled to, the exalted rank of Elders of the Order.

A large portion of the Pyramid ha. been laid open by the hand of

the M. H., the re,t remains seal"d, waiting Hi. appointed time and

pleasure; the harbingers have already been there, they have accomplished

their work. Dr. C. PIA7.Z1-SMYTH. late Astronomer R')yal for Scotland,

with his wife, spent four months in study and investigations, taking

measurements, making plans an'd de.;igns of both exterior and interior,

so that, with his writings and those of Dr. J. A. SEISS, of Philadelphia,

U.S.A., and other scientific students, we are enabled to discern that

this PiIlar of Witness is indeed a miracle in stone; the constructional

work is in itself a marvel. \-Vhat stupendous materials! what exquisite

stone-squaring! But mighty and ex.;ellent as it is, it becomes insigni

ficant in contrast with the pre-eminently supreme plans, designs, details
and dimensions evolved from the master-mind of T. G. A. O. T. U.

In that day shaIl there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the

land ·of Egypt, and a piIlar at the border thereof to the Lord.

And it shaIl be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts

in the land of Eg)'pt. Isaiah, xix, I9 and 20.

In conclusion, from the writings of H. DE ST. DALMAS :-

"This revelation in stone-corresponding so closely with the
"revelation of Holy Writ on the one hand, and with tae revelation of
" Nature on the other, as interpreted by the leading men of science at
"the present day-declares that in them both (i. e., in the Bible anr! in
"Nature) we have the word and the work of the same Divine author."

"That the manifest purpose in Nature, as well as in Holy Writ, is
"to reveal to us that Divine Author of them b,)th, that the creature may
"know the great Creator, who is before and above all science, for by
"Him were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in the
•• earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
•• principalities, or powers; all f,ings were created by Him, and He is
"before all things, and by Him all things consist."

lIf.E.Z. To ORDER, CO.I1PANIONS: G. AND R. S.
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